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A  radio  talk  by  J.  B«  Zincer,  Weather  Bureau, 
Department  of  ^Igri culture  period  of  the  National  Farm 
1933. 
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The  season  of  the  year  has  arrived  when  the  weather  plays  an  im¬ 
portant,  yea  dominating,  role  in  the  greatest  and  most  outstanding  of  all 
.toeric^  industries  —  agriculture.  April,  or  the  mid-spring  month,  brings 
a  decided  revival  of  farm  activities  and  its  weather  is  hi^ly  important 
in  the  matter  of  seeding,  germination,  and  getting  crops  off  to  a  good 
start.  Normally  the  warming  up  in  tliis  month  is  most  marked  in  the  Centrals 
Northern  States  where  the  average  April  temperature  is  some  20°  hi^er  than 
a  or  March.  Along  the  Gulf  coast  the  rise  in  temperature  is  about  6°: 
■^lus,  e  farther  nortn  we  go  the  faster  is  the  warming  up  in  spring. 

Eastem  States,  after  April,  Mlling  frost  does  not  usually 
mmrntaf  ^  southeastern  Pennsylvania,  except  in  the 

for  average  last  date  of  occurrence  is  retarded  one  day 

i  elevation.  Thus,  if  your  locality  is  1,000  feet 

fan  about  ten  days  later 

about  twenfv  ays  earlier,  reducing  the  length  of  your  growing  season 

south  of  killing  frost  does  not  occur  after  April 

oentrcL  Tm^  Ts  Indiana,  northern  Illinois,  easU 

tSfale  r’  =®''*'-=>-^eastern  Ifehraslca  as  a  rule.  In  this  zone  crops 

even  cWe°''?  “""S'  “^e  than  an 

even  chance  of  escaping  frost  damage. 

mol  temperatures,  this  year,  played  quite  a  game  of  seesaw,  with 

more  so  following  one  another  with  oonsiderahle  regularity  — 

enouA  to  ™usri‘',ip  Unlike  March,  however,  the  cold  spells  were  not  severe 

temperature  were^ot^  tonap,  hut  at  the  sane  time  the  alternations  in 

ge^nation  of  seed  to  good  growth  of  spring  crops  and  favorable 

fnrffelH  1*  the  beginning  of  ivfay  finds  vegetation 

tions  S  thTco^tS^f'^'h  f til®  principal  agricultural  sec- 

now  largely  cor^^fed  ud^'h  seeding  of  small  grains  is 

for  gerfinlti  ou  of  °  *5-®  moisture  situation  has  been  rather  favorable 

germination  of  these  nardi.or  plants. 

conslderabir^es^  rtnter  wheat,  most  of  the  month  was  unfavorable  over 

beclisrof  ue-srh  ?  f  ?  producing  western  sections  of  the  belt, 

uouucsd  I>®'f  etent  lade  of  moisture.  This  condition  was  more  pro- 

soSr  oherf  districts  adjoining  on  tho  north,  wLt,  and 

in  m^v  ulcer  ,  P®  ’"'T'  °  “Uth  brought  some  reiih,  but 

to  n/Xd  bonefrr  rr"  -^s  came  too  iaS 

-t-  w  7  ^  Dcnefit.  ihe  eastern  Winter  Wheat  Belt  and  the  Pacific 

muS^Uy  ftrW?  ""  the  spring  wheat  area  was 

mosr?ocalf?.  f  I’  especially  the  Dakotas  and  eastem  Montana,  where 

most  localities  had  much  more  than  the  nomal  April  rainfall. 

Except  in  the  South  and  Southwest,  corn  planting  in  April  was  tardy. 
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Sone  has  "been  planted  as  far  north  as  the  central  portions  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois  and  a  little  locally  in  lov/a  and  northeastern  Kansas;  hat,  in 
general,  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  April  seeding  -v/as  accomplished, 
mth  most  farmers  awaiting  warmer  v/eather. 

The  planting  of  cotton  made  fairly  steady  and  satisfactory  advance, 
and  had  begun  at  the  end  of  April  well  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  Cotton 
Belt,  Gemination  and  grov/th  of  early~planted  cotton  has  been  slower  than 
ugaal  because  of  the  cool  ni^ts  that  have  prevailed  rather  generally  over 
the  cotton-growing  States. 

During  the  recent'  cool  spell  frosts  were  more  prevalent  than  usual 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  v/ith  local  harm  to  tender  vegetation  rather 
widespread  as  far  south  as  the'  Ohio  and  lower  Missouri  'Valleys.  Damage  was 
Wiot  serious  from  the  general  standpoint  of  crop  production,  except  in  some 
southwestern  sections,  principally  eastern  Colorado  and  Hew  Mexico  where 
extensive  and  heavy  killing  of  fruit  and  truck  crops  occurred. 

The  livestock  situation  in  the  v/estern  aid  northwestern  grazing  sec¬ 
tions  continued  to  improve  steadily,  most  pronouncedly  from  the  northern 
Great  Plains  westward  to  the  Pacific  v;here  mostly  ample  grazing  is  now  af- 
.  forded.  Cold,  rainy  weather  was  unfavorable,  however,  in  central  Rocky 
Mountain  sections  and  the  Great  Basin,  especially  for  the  shearing  of  sheep 
and  for  young  lambs. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  briefly  summarize  the  April  v/eatlier,  for  the 
month  as  a  whole,  as  nearly  normal  in  warmth  rather  generally,  and  consider¬ 
ably  drier  than  usual  in  most  sections.  The  relatively  warmest  weather 
occurred  from  Arlcansas  and  northern  Texas  northward  over  the  Great  Plains, 
while  the  most  favorable  rains  for  the  month  were  received  in  the  ITorth- 
western  States,  nearly  all  of  which  now  have  top  soil  moisture  sufficient 
for  present  needs.  Recent  rains  have  been  very  helpful  also  in  Gulf  sec¬ 
tions  and  the  Atlantic  coast  area. 


